[image: image1.png]Aspire

LEARN MORE. EARN MORE.





	Program Information
	[Lesson Title]

The Great Depression

	TEACHER NAME

Hayley Williams


	PROGRAM NAME

Parma Aspire

	
	[Unit Title]
U.S History
	NRS EFL(s)
1 – 4 
	TIME FRAME
90 – 120 minutes


	Instruction 
	ABE/ASE Standards – English Language Arts and Literacy
       

	
	Reading (R)
	Writing (W)
	Speaking & Listening (S)
	Language (L)

	
	Foundational Skills
	
	Text Types and Purposes
	
	Comprehension and Collaboration
	S.1.1, S.2.1, S.3.1, S.4.1
	Conventions of Standard English
	

	
	Key Ideas and Details
	R.1.5, R.2.4, R.3.5, R.4.2
R.1.6,  R.2.5, R.3.7, R.4.3
	Production and Distribution of Writing
	
	Presentation of Knowledge and Ideas
	S.1.4, S.2.4, S.3.5, S.4.4
	Knowledge of Language
	L.2.3, L.3.3, L.4.3

	
	Craft and Structure
	
	Research to Build and Present Knowledge
	W.1.5, W.2.7, W.3.6, W.4.6
W.3.8, W.4.8
	
	Vocabulary Acquisition and Use
	

	
	Integration of Knowledge and Ideas
	R.1.9, R.2.11, R.3.14, R.4.10


	
	
	Benchmarks identified in RED are priority benchmarks. To view a complete list of priority benchmarks and related Ohio Aspire lesson plans, please see the Curriculum Alignments located on the Teacher Resource Center.


	
	LEARNER OUTCOME (S)

· Students will be able to identify key events of the Great Depression by highlighting these in text and organizing them on a KWL chart
· Students will participate in group discussions, organizing details from text in a mind map that supports their answer to a comprehension question.
· Students will analyze a variety of materials (read, viewed, audio) and communicate the theme of the Great Depression through a student selected assessment project.

	ASSESSMENT TOOLS/METHODS
· Discussion (whole class/ groups).
· Comprehension Questions (leveled).
· Projects (word cloud, newspaper report/ poem, or timeline).
· Rubrics for final products (4 provided).
· Mind map from group work.

	
	LEARNER PRIOR KNOWLEDGE

· Students should be familiar enough with the causes and events of the Great depression to complete the K column of the KWL chart.
· Students should have some experience annotating text.



	
	INSTRUCTIONAL ACTIVITIES 

1. Have the quote posted on the board when students come in: “…for economic and political progress as a nation, we all go up, or else we all go down, as one people”.  
a. As a warm up, students will do a quick write explaining the quote and connecting it to one or multiple events in history. 
b. Discuss the quote with students, allowing them to share their thoughts before telling them the author of the quote (Franklin Delano Roosevelt).
2. Distribute a KWL chart to each student.

a. Ask students to complete the K and some of the W column of their KWL chart for the topic of the Great Depression. 
3. Provide each student with leveled readings on the Great Depression and Marking Annotations: A User’s Guide
a. Quickly review annotation providing students suggestions for active reading (e.g., asking questions, making personal connections, drawing a picture)
b. Give students about fifteen minutes to read the article and to annotate. 
c. Students who are further ahead can be adding to their W and L columns of the KWL chart. 
d. While students are reading pass out highlighters to each group so that each student will have access to one.
4. In assigned groups (levels together or multi-leveled groups) have students discuss the article they read and answer the comprehension question at the end of the text. 
a. Provide each group a piece of sticky chart paper with the mind map outline drawn. 
b. In their group they will fill in a web with their question in the center and details from the text around it that support their answer to the question
c. Circulate to each group to re-direct or rejuvenate discussion.
5. Bring the class back together once it seems that groups are winding down.  Allow each group to explain their comprehension question and their response to it using their mind map as a guide (they should hold this up or post it on the wall so that students can see their thinking process). 
a. Comprehension questions should build on each other if you start with group STAR (leveled text) and move one by one (star, circle, square, and triangle). This allows for students to build on responses/ knowledge and go deeper with the material. 
b. Guide discussion so that students are supporting each other in the learning process by adding to information prior to you filling in any gaps for students. 
6. As a class add to the KWL chart (have a large projection on the board that students can add to or use a smart board to create a more interactive experience). 
a. Make sure that students understand as we fill in the Learned column we might actually come up with more questions that we can then add to the W column. 
b. Ask students if they see any themes emerging out of the Great Depression? Tell students to think of themes as threads that continue throughout the era. 
7. Handout the Great Depression: Learning Contract and explain to students that they are going to complete the tasks outlined on the contract to gain a deeper understanding of the Great Depression and how it has shaped America. 
a. Be sure to go through the entire contract so that students have a chance to ask questions where there might be confusion. 
b. Students are welcome to work with a partner but no more than two people to a group. 
c. If computers are limited, students can take turns finding information. Headphones would be beneficial for the “Voices” section. 
d. The teacher should monitor student progress to be aware of student understanding of comprehension questions for each section. Address these individually as students will be moving at their own pace.
8. When students have completed Parts One - Four of the Great Depression: Learning Contract, debrief with students to see if they have met the learning targets and can summarize the Great Depression. 
9. As a final product, students will choose from the list in Part Five and then obtain the correct rubric. Have copies of each rubric available for students to view before making their decision. Students can work on the projects at home if they choose but class time will be provided during the next class as well. 

	RESOURCES

Student copies of KWL Chart [PDF file]. (n.d.). Retrieved from http://www.readwritethink.org/files/resources/printouts/KWL%20Chart.pdf
Leveled texts for social studies: The 20th century. (2008). Huntington Beach, CA: Shell Education.

Available from the Ohio PDN Library
Student copies of Marking Annotations: A User's Guide [PDF file]. (n.d.). Retrieved from http://www.readwritethink.org/files/resources/lesson_images/lesson1132/AnnotationGuide.pdf
Student copies of Mind Map Template [PDF file]. (n.d.). Retrieved from http://www.mymindmap.net/pdf/Mind_Map_Template_Mulit_Nodes.pdf 
Student copies of Great Depression: Learning Contract (attached)

Student copies of rubrics:

Word Cloud 

IRubric: Word Cloud rubric. (n.d.). Retrieved from http://www.rcampus.com/rubricshowc.cfm?code=CX2439A&sp=yes 
Poem

IRubric: Poem rubric. (n.d.). Retrieved from http://www.rcampus.com/rubricshowc.cfm?code=VX243A2&sp=yes 
Newspaper Article

IRubric: NEWSPAPER ARTICLE rubric. (n.d.). Retrieved from http://www.rcampus.com/rubricshowc.cfm?code=UX243A3&sp=yes 
Timeline

IRubric: Timeline rubric. (n.d.). Retrieved from http://www.rcampus.com/rubricshowc.cfm?code=RX243A6&sp=yes 
Computers (students will need access) with Internet access
Projector/ability to project

Chart paper

Highlighters

Timeline of the Great Depression. (n.d.). Retrieved from http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/americanexperience/features/timeline/rails-timeline/ 

The Great Depression Pictures & Galleries. (n.d.). Retrieved from http://www.history.com/topics/great-depression/photos# 
The Great Depression. (n.d.). Retrieved from http://www.history.com/topics/great-depression/speeches/franklin-d-roosevelt-on-new-deal-programs?m=52af5724c3c2e&s=undefined&f=1&free=false
Stories from the Great Depression. (n.d.). Retrieved from https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TpfY8kh5lUw&feature=related  

Tagxedo - Word Cloud with Styles. (n.d.). Retrieved from http://www.tagxedo.com/app.html  


	
	DIFFERENTIATION

· Assigned texts are leveled: Star= NRS 1, Circle=NRS 2, Square= NRS 3, Triangle= NRS 4
· Groupings can be according to NRS level for text discussion
· Mind map provided to organize information from text 
· KWL chart provided to organize ideas and information
· Learning contract allows for multiple modes of learning 
· Products of learning allow for choice depending on student interests and strengths


	Reflection
	TEACHER REFLECTION/LESSON EVALUATION


	
	ADDITIONAL INFORMATION



Great Depression: Learning Contract

Part One:  Reading Selection (read at home in preparation for class) and discuss in assigned groups.
1. What were key details that help to support the comprehension question located at the end of your text? 
2. How would you summarize the Great Depression as a whole? 
3. Add to your W and L columns of your KWL chart

Part Two: The Great Depression Timeline
Go to http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/americanexperience/features/timeline/rails-timeline/ and answer the following questions:
1. What event sparked the beginning of the Great Depression? What was the nickname for this day in history and why is it so appropriate?
2. Looking at events on the timeline, what sort of demonstrations/ actions did American’s take and why?
3. Find on the timeline when FDR was elected President of the United States. Who was FDR’s opponent and why didn’t Americans elect him instead?

Part Three:  Evidence of the Depression
Go to http://www.history.com/topics/great-depression/photos# and view each picture in the slideshow along with their captions. Then answer the following questions:
1. Name 3 things people are waiting in line for
2. Before the state and federal governments provided assistance, who was providing relief to Americans?
3. A subsistence level is the bare minimum of basic needs that a family requires to survive. What percentage of American families was living below this level?

Part Four:  Voices of the Depression
Go to http://www.history.com/topics/great-depression/speeches/franklin-d-roosevelt-on-new-deal-programs?m=52af5724c3c2e&s=undefined&f=1&free=false and listen to the “fire side” speech by President Roosevelt on his New Deal programs.

1. Name and briefly describe two programs created by the New Deal.
Go to https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TpfY8kh5lUw&feature=related and watch from 9:53 – 11:18

1. What were some things we take advantage of today that were scarce during the Great Depression?

2. How do the stories of these individuals help you to picture their experience?
3. The last image you see is a quote by President Roosevelt that reads,”…for economic and political progress as a nation, we all go up, or else we all go down, as one people”
a. How do you interpret this quote as it was meant for the Great Depression?
b. How would you relate this quote to current times? 

Part Five: Final Product

Create your own representation of the Great Depression using information from the resources you have accessed above. Be prepared to present this to your classmates and answer questions that might arise.

Computer generated word cloud – create an original word cloud at

 http://www.tagxedo.com/app.html  with a short written account defending it (see rubric for guidelines) 

Picture news or poem- select a picture from the internet that represents some aspect(s) of the Great Depression and either write a news report to accompany the picture, or create a poem that the picture could be a representation of. If the picture is of a person, you can make the poem a first person account.

Create a visual timeline of events associated with the Great Depression (see rubric for details) 

Your own idea for a product that demonstrates your knowledge of the Great Depression (must be teacher approved)
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